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FLOOR DEBATE

Maybe we should redo this whole thing and give $50 million right 
now. I think we need to...I do think we need a feasibility 
study. We need a study with the input of all these people 
appointed by the Governor, and the Governor should have no 
qualms about that. He will appoint the people he needs to 
appoint in this case. It will be balanced a little somewhat 
because we will have a Democrat and Republican from each 
Congressional district. We will balance the whole thing by 
having one independent on the committee on the study, and I 
think that the staff that will help on this will provide great 
input, and I think that's the way we should go right at this 
point in time. I urge the body to adopt this amendment and, 
thank you, Mr. Speaker.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Tyson.
SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body. I
must be missing something. I've read the bill. I've read the 
amendments. Well, I did until my machine told me it wasn't 
going to speak to me anymore. I must of said something that 
irritated it. No one...not a single dime of the money that
we're talking about, be it 100,000, 200,000, et cetera, is to be 
lent to anyone. This is...the purport of this bill, as I 
understand it, is to set up a function, and that function is to 
locate venture capital and bring venture capitalists, who it is 
anticipated are already in Nebraska and sending their money 
elsewhere, to invest still in Nebraska. A case in point, and 
this is not a Nebraska deal but it is something that we're all 
familiar with, is North Sioux City, South Dakota, where there is 
a small firm that didn't need venture capital, it's called
Gateway. It started as a cattle commission company, I believe,
buying and selling cattle, until two of the sons of the family 
decided to go into another business. As far as I know, they
were able to fund it, and because there is a heavy cash flow in
that business didn't need venture capital. Microsoft, they 
never tire of telling us, started in a garage. Now whether they
needed a venture capital or not, I don't know, but there are
garage-type operations in Nebraska that have some potential. 
There are small manufacturing companies in Columbus, Nebraska, 
as a matter of fact. Some of them have done quite well. Behlen 
comes to mind. There are small companies throughout Nebraska


